Lnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTOM, DT 20510

August 20, 2010

Mr Nelson Pidgeon

Dear Mr. Pidgeon,

Thank vou for contacting me regarding the Tobacco Tax Parity Act (H.R. 4439). As
always, | value your input and appreciate hearing from my constituents on this and other issues,

The Tobacco Tax Parity Act was introduced in the House of Representatives on January
13. 2010, by Representative Steve Cohen (D-TN). This bill would increase the excise tax on
pipe tobacco to the same as that of self-rolled tobacco. Currently, H.R. 4439 is under review by
the House Committee on Ways and Means. Should this bill or similar legislation come before
the full Senate for debate, I will certainly keep vour thoughts in mind.

I understand your concerns over the increased costs that would be imposed on individuals
as a result of this bill. I strongly believe in keeping taxes low, allowing people to keep their

hard-camed wages, especially during these tough economic times. 1 believe that putting more
money in the pockets of Americans will help to fuel and stimulate economic growth.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. Should you have any additional
questions or comments, please feel free to contact me or visit my website at

WWW.scottbrown. senate.gov.,

Sincerely,
7
y /-r .
Scott P. Brown
United States Senator



